Verb Notes

A verb is a word that expresses action, links the subject to the predicate, or helps the main verb make sense in a sentence. 

Three types of verbs:


Abbreviations
· Action



AV

· Linking


LV

· Helping


HV

Action verbs express action.

Most action verbs show physical action.


Jake ran to the store.


She hit her brother.

Some action verbs show mental action or possession.


We studied for the exam.


My aunt has a beach house in Florida.

Find the action verbs in the following sentences. Label them AV.

1. The dog jumped over the fence.

2. She loves her MP3 player.

3. Mr. Sawyer gives homework every night.

4. The class wrote definitions all period.

5. Lufkin High School has an excellent football team.

6. We also have a talented drill team.

7. Mr. Wicker considered the problem for a while.

8. We had Christmas early last year.

9. The class learned about verbs yesterday.

10. The volleyball team won their game.

Linking verbs link the subject to the predicate. 

Mr. Sawyer is hungry.


The class was bored.

Most linking verbs are forms of the verb be.

am, is, are, was, were, be, being, been

A few other verbs can also be linking verbs.


appear

grow

seem

stay


become
look

smell

taste


feel

remain

sound

turn

Be careful, though. A few of these can be either action or linking verbs.


Action: 
We looked for the exit.


Linking:
She looked beautiful.


Action:

We tasted the ice cream.


Linking:
The ice cream tasted delicious.

Often (but not always) you can test the verb by replacing it with a form of the verb be. If the sentence still makes sense, the verb is a linking verb.


We smelled the roses.


We were the roses.

Makes no sense, action verb.


The roses smelled sweet.


The roses were sweet. 
Makes sense, linking verb.

Find the linking verbs in the following sentences. Label them LV.

1. My dog is a Rottweiler.

2. The students are ready for lunch.

3. Our teacher was absent today.

4. I am the leader.

5. James, be quiet!

6. The caterpillar became a beautiful butterfly.

7. Pizza from Papa John’s tastes sublime.

8. Puzzles often seem complex.

9. Mr. Wicker sounded quite stern in the hallway.

10. Down pillows feel softer than cotton.

Helping verbs help the main verb make sense in a sentence. 

The helping verbs are:

am



has



shall

is



have



should

are



had

was







will

were



do



would





did

be



does



can 

being







could

been
















may









might









must

The main verb plus its helping verbs is called a verb phrase.


Chuck Norris can kick you in the back of the face.


Mrs. Jackson will beat you in a jogging contest.

Mrs. Harris can be extremely unpleasant before her Dr. Pepper.


We have been writing sentences all period in Mr. Napier’s class.


Should you have been sleeping late this morning?

Find the verbs or verb phrases in the following sentences. Label the verbs as action (AV), linking (LV), or helping (HV).

1. The world is filled with incredible creatures.

2. A dragonfly is extremely small.

3. However, they have been clocked at fifty miles per hour.

4. The largest animal in the world swims in the ocean.

5. The blue whale can weigh more than thirty elephants.

6. Does a goldfish ever look old?

7. The cheetah can actually run faster than sixty miles per hour.

8. Cockroaches are the oldest species on earth.

9. Have you ever smelled a skunk’s scent?

10. The spray of a skunk smells absolutely horrible.

