Preposition Notes

A preposition is a word that shows the relationship of a noun or pronoun to another word in the sentence.

Each of the prepositions in bold shows a different relationship between Lori and the letter.

The letter to Lori was lost.

The letter from Lori was lost.

The letter about Lori was lost.

Changing only the preposition will change the meaning of the entire sentence.

Common Prepositions

	aboard
	before
	down
	off
	till

	about
	behind
	during 
	on
	to

	above
	below
	except
	onto
	toward

	across
	beneath
	for
	opposite
	under

	after
	beside
	from
	out
	underneath

	against
	besides
	in
	outside
	until

	along
	between
	inside
	over
	up

	among
	beyond
	into
	past
	upon

	around
	but
	like
	since
	with

	as
	by
	near
	through
	within

	at
	despite
	of
	throughout
	without


Common Compound Prepositions
	according to
	by means of
	instead of

	ahead of
	in addition to
	in view of

	apart from
	in back of
	next to

	as of
	in front of
	on account of

	aside from
	in place of
	out of

	because of
	in spite of 
	prior to


A preposition is always part of a prepositional phrase. It will never stand alone.


Incorrect: John is the boy I gave it to.

Correct: I gave it to John. 

A prepositional phrase begins with a preposition and ends with a noun or pronoun.

The noun or pronoun that ends the phrase is called the object of the preposition (OP).

A prepositional phrase consists of the preposition, the object of the preposition, and any modifiers. When labeling, place the phrase in parentheses. 



        Prep     Adj
   OP

Example: We ran (down the sidewalk).







